REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  01275  9533 


1 


THE  ROMINE  FAMILY 


By  W.  B.  Romine 
Pulaski,  Tenn. 


1930. 


Pulaski  Citizen  Print 


'<4L>  77 


. . 


***4 


. . . - 


Mk. 


MAR  6  77 


Romine ,  William  Bethel 
Jiamsin  Romine  family 


1930 


13PP 


1951949 


w* 


Introductory 

My  great-grandfather,  Layton  Romine,  lo¬ 
cated  in  East  Tennessee  where  my  grandfather, 
William  Romine,  was  born,  March  4, 1797.  Wil¬ 
liam  Romine’s  mother  died  when  he  w'as  a  small 
child.  He  left  home  when  a  boy  of  seven,  living 
with  relatives.  When  a  lad  of  sixteen  or  seven¬ 
teen  jrears  he  removed  with  his  older  brothers, 
Peter  and  Sam  Romine,  into  North  Alabama 
where  he  married  and  raised  a  large  familv. 
Later  he  removed  to  McNairy  County,  Tenn., 
where  he  died  in  October  1867,  wdien  I  wras  a 
small  boy  six  years  of  age. 

Owing  to  these  removals,  and  conditions 
existing  at  that  time,  I  grew'  up  knowing  very 
little  of  my  family  history.  But  as  a  young  man, 
I  became  interested  in  the  subject,  and  have 
picked  up,  bit  b}r  bit,  some  fragments  of  family 
history.  In  trying  to  get  information,  I  have  of¬ 
ten  been  amazed  that  so  few  of  the  facts  of 
common  knowiedge  wTere  preserved  as  matters 
of  record.  Often  no  record  is  made  of  important 
dates,  and  other  incidents,  wrell  knowm  at  the 
time,  but  as  the  years  go  by,  memory  becomes 
hazy,  then  fades  away.  In  an  effort  to  preserve 
for  those  who  in  future  may  be  interested  in 
our  family  histor}',  I  am  wrriting  this  incomplete 
and  fragmentary  sketch  of  the  Romine  family. 

It  is  by  no  means  complete,  and  I  shall  greatly 
appreciate  additional  information,  or  correc¬ 
tions. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  late  Maj.  Henry  Ro- 
meyn,  of  Washington  City,  for  much  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  early  history  of  the  family.  He 
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was  the  oldest  son  of  the  oldest  son  in  direct 
line  of  descent  from  the  immigrant,  and  was 
better  prepared  in  every  way  than  I  am  to  write 
a  family  history.  I  tried  to  persuade  him  to  com¬ 
mit  to  writing  the  great  fund  of  information 
he  had  collected  about  the  family.  But  unfortu- 
riately  he  put  it  off  too  long. 

The  name  is  variously  spelled  in  this  coun¬ 
ty — Romine,  Romaine,  Romeyn,  with  several 
other  slight  variations,  all  descended  from  the 
same  ancestor  and  branches  of  the  same  fam¬ 
ily- 

The  Romayne  Family 

The  Romayne  family,  as  the  name  was 
originally  spelled,  originated  in  England  at  an 
early  date.  An  Italian  gentleman  named  James 
married  an  English  lady,  and  their  son  Peter 
was  sent  to  Rome  to  be  educated.  Returning  to 
England  about  the  time  family  names  were  be¬ 
ing  generally  assumed,  he  was  called  Peter  the 
Roman,  or  Peter  Romayne. 

The  Romavnc  family  in  England  became 
prominent,  owned  a  manor  and  had  a  coat  of 
arms.  One  John  Romayne  became  Arch  Bishop 
of  York  June  9,  128b,  and  Sir  Thomas  Ro- 
mavne  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  1307-1809. 

V  _  w 

The  “arms”  are  described  in  Burke’s  Peer¬ 
age  as:  “Argent,  on  a  fesse  gules,  three  crosses, 
patee,  or.  Crest,  a  deer’s  head,  erased.  Foreign, 
arms  not  granted  in  England.”  In  simple  Eng¬ 
lish:  A  silver  shield  crossed  by  a  red  bar  bearing 
three  Maltese  crosses  in  gold.  Above  the  red  bar 
a  deer’s  head  “erased,”  that  is,  jagged  as  if  torn 
off,  not  cut  off  smoothly.  The  motto  was: 
“Audco,”  1  dare.  A  helmet  with  closed  vizor  is 
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shown  resting  on  top  of  the  shield.  The  “arms” 
registered  are  those  of  Sir  Thomas  Romayne. 

In  the  Civil  War  between  the  houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  known  in  English  history 
as  the  War  of  the  Roses,  lasting  with  a  few  in¬ 
tervals  from  1455  to  1471,  the  Romayne  family 
fought  on  the  side  of  Lancaster.  When  York 
was  finally  victorious,  many  of  the  prominent 
families  who  had  opposed  him  fled  from  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Romayne  family  from  which  the 
American  familv  is  descended,  tied  to  Holland. 
And  it  was  nearly  two  hundred  years  later 
when  the  progenitor  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family  came  from  Holland  to  New  Am¬ 
sterdam,  as  the  Dutch  settlement  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Hudson  was  then  called.  Four  vears  later 
the  settlement  was  captured  by  the  English, 
and  became  New  York. 

One  Claas  Kuyper  Janse  Romeyn,  having 
adopted  the  Dutch  spelling  of  the  name  during 
many  generations  in  Holland,  was  a  sea  captain 
in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  government,  en¬ 
gaged  in  trade  between  Holland  and  Chile, 
South  America.  He  resigned  his  commission, 
and  in  10(50  came  with  his  familv  to  New  Am- 
sterdam.  It  is  believed  all  the  Romeyn,  Romine, 
Romaine  families  in  the  United  States  are  de¬ 
scended  from  this  immigrant.  He  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Albert.  Albert  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  father  of  two  sons,  Nicholas  and  Benjamin, 
but  if  either  of  them  had  descendants,  that 
branch  of  the  family  has  not  been  traced.  John 
was  the  father  of  five  sons,  John,  Nicholas, 
Isaac,  David  and  Ruloff.  John,  Nicholas  and 
Isaac,  raised  families  whose  lineage  has  been 
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traced  through  several  generations. 

The  Romeyn  family  is  rather  large  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  fam¬ 
ily  has  produced  many  distinguished  men, 
among  them  preachers,  doctors,  lawyers  and 
military  men  who  ranked  high  among  profes¬ 
sional  men  of  their  dav. 

J.  A.  Romeyn,  a  lawyer  of  Hackensack,  N. 
J.,  in  1886,  prepared  a  family  tree  showing 
branches  of  the  Romeyn  family  in  America  for 
several  generations  from  the  immigrant.  Sev¬ 
eral  branches  of  the  family  were  traced  com¬ 
plete  up  to  1886. 

At  a  Romine  family  reunion  held  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1926,  on  the  old  home  farm  near  Stock- 
ton,  N.  J.,  Laura  Bodine  Axtel,  read  a  paper 
tracing  descendants  of  James  and  Sarah  Ro¬ 
mine  who  came  from  Monmouth  County,  N.  J., 
about  the  close  ot'  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
settled  in  Hunterdon  Countv,  N.  J.,  buying  the 
farm  where  the  reunion  was  held,  and  which 
is  still  in  possession  of  their  descendants.  I  am 
indebted  to  Edward  Chapman  Romine  of  N e wr 
York  City  for  a  copy  of  this  very  interesting 
paper. 

In  an  old  Dutch  Bible  formerly  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  Maj.  Henry  Romeyn  of  Washington 
City,  is  a  record  of  the  marriage  of  Nicholas 
Romevn  and  Elizabeth  Outwater.  The  record 
of  the  same  marriage  appears  at  two  different 
places.  In  one  place  the  name  of  the  groom  is 
Nicholas  Romeyn,  and  at  the  other  place  it  is 
Nicholas  Romine.  This  Nicholas  was  a  grand¬ 
son  of  James  who  w  as  a  grandson  of  the  immi¬ 
grant.  This  record  show’s  the  same  name  spell- 
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ed  both  ways  at  an  early  date. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  trace  other  branches 
of  the  family,  about  which  I  know  very  little 
My  information  about  our  immediate  branch 
of  the  family  is  very  limited.  And  I  shall  greatly 
appreciate  additional  information,  or  correc¬ 
tions. 

Layton  Romine 

Layton  Romine  married  a  Pennsylvania 
woman  by  the  name  of  Canterbury,  and  located 
in  East  Tennessee  about  midway  between  Dan- 
dridge  and  Sevierville,  probably  soon  after  the 
Revolutionary  War.  I  think  Layton  Romine’s  fa 
ther  was  named  Job,  and  that  his  brothers  were 
Thomas,  Sam,  Ben  and  Jasper.  But  of  this  I  am 
not  quite  sure.  Layton  Romine  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried  and  raised  two  large  families.  The  total 
number  of  his  sons  and  daughters  who  grew 
to  maturity  was  twenty-four,  besides  two  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Names  of  the  first  family  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  were:  James,  Peter, 
Sam,  William,  Susan,  Molly  and  Mary. 

Names  of  sons  and  daughters  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  were:  Henry,  Jane,  John,  George, 
Thomas,  Raleigh,  David,  Abel,  Tabitha,  Rebec¬ 
ca,  Betty,  Job,  Riley  and  Jasper. 

James  married,  raised  a  large  family  and 
died  in  Walker  County,  Ala. 

Sam  married  a  woman  name  Sively,  raised 
a  family  and  died  in  Hardin  Countv,  Tenn. 

Mary  married  John  Bell  and  lived  in  East 
Tennessee. 

Peter  located  in  North  Alabama  soon  after 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians  opened  that  section  to 
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settlement  by  white  people.  The  old  home  place 
is  about  two  miles  east  of  Rogersville,  in  Laud¬ 
erdale  County.  He  married  a  woman  of  Irish 
parentage  named  Rose,  and  raised  a  large  fam¬ 
ily.  His  sons  were:  Andrew,  James  Wood,  Zack 
and  Peter.  His  daughters  were:  Cynthia  who 
married  a  Smith,  Sarah  who  married  a  Weath¬ 
ers  and  Evaline  who  married  a  Perkinson. 

Andrew’s  sons  were:  Mack,  Roland, 
Wright,  Webster  and  Houston  who  died  young. 

James  Wood  was  the  father  of  Henry,  a 
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deaf  mute,  and  Albert  Alex. 

Zack  was  the  father  of  John  D.,  W.  P.,  Z. 
L.,  A.  B.,  H.  B.,  and  B.  0.,  and  the  following 
daughters,  Lucy  Ann  who  married  a  Moore, 
Mary  Susan  who  never  married,  Ella  who  mar¬ 
ried  M.  F.  McMeens,  and  twin  daughters  one  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  unmarried,  the 
other,  Betty  M.,  married  J.  P.  Howard. 

Peter  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  J.  W.,  Brown, 
Ed.,  and  O.  B.  He  had  two  daughters,  Susie 
who  married  a  Birdwcll,  and  Lucy  who  married 
an  Elledge. 

William  Romine 

William  Romine  was  one  of  the  youngest 
sons  of  Layton  Romine  and  his  first  wife  who 
was  a  Canterbury.  When  a  lad  of  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  live  with  his  older 
brothers,  Peter  and  Sam,  in  North  Alabama.  He 
herded  cattle  for  his  brother  Sam  in  the  Chero¬ 
kee  country  for  awhile.  At  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age  he  married  Mary  Callahan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Callahan,  both  of 
whom  were  immigrants  from  Ireland.  William 
located  near  his  brother  Peter,  about  two  miles 
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east  of  Rogcrsvillc,  Lauderdale  County,  Ala. 
And  lived  there  till  1853  when  he  removed  to 
McNair}'  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  on  Clear  Creek,  near  Stantonville,  and 
lived  there  till  his  death,  in  October,  18G7. 

His  children,  all  born  at  the  old  home  place 
near  Rogcrsville,  were:  Milledgc,  Lizzie,  Sarah, 
T.,  John,  Mary,  Frank,  Martha,  William,  Alex, 
Bethel  and  Asenath. 

Milledge  married  Martha  Cole  in  Lauder¬ 
dale  County,  Ala.  Afterward  moved  to  McNairy 
County,  Tenn.,  later  removed  to  Dunklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  till  his  death.  His  chil¬ 
dren  were:  Thomas,  Martha,  Jesse,  Henry,  ma}T 
be  others. 

Lizzie  Romine  married  Charles  W.  Bowie, 
lived  near  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  raised  a  family 
of  girls. 

John  Layton  Romine  married  Margaret 
Bowie  in  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  moved  to 
Tishomingo  County,  Miss.,  thence  to  Dunklin 
County,  Mo.  All  his  children  were  girls  except 
the  youngest,  a  son  named  John. 

Marv  Romine  married  F.  M.  Carter  of  Far- 
mington,  Miss. 

Frank  Romine  married  Nancy  McDougal. 
The  family  lived  at  Farmington,  Kossuth,  and 
Corinth,  Miss.  There  were  two  sons,  Joe  and 
John,  and  three  daughters,  Mollie,  who  married 
John  Wilson,  Colista  who  married  David 
Wright,  and  Jennie  who  married  Tom  More¬ 
land. 

Martha  Romine  died  unmarried  at  about 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  is  buried  at  the  Ro- 
minc  burying  ground,  near  the  old  home  place, 


east  of  Rogersville. 

William  Romine  married  Eliza  Ann  Big- 
ham.  Their  children  were  Alice  who  married 
Eubank  Newman,  Caldona  who  married  Beau¬ 
regard  Wallace,  Sallie,  John  and  Adella. 

James  Alexander  Romine,  married  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Fullwood.  They  had  three  sons,  Wil- 
liam  Bethel,  Sam  Frank,  and  John  Alexander. 
William  Bethel,  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Wilkes,  of  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  where 
they  live.  They  had  one  son  who  died  at  two 
years  of  age.  Sam  married  Denitia  Tanner  of 
Stantonville.  They  had  one  son,  Jim,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Artie  Walker.  And  they  had  one  son,  Frank 
Walker  Romine.  Sam  Romine’s  first  wife  died, 
and  after  several  years  he  married  Mrs.  Eliza 
Winningham  Barlow.  They  live  at  Henderson, 
Tenn.  John  A.  Romine  married  Mattie  Darnell. 
They  have  no  children.  Their  home  is  at  Han¬ 
ford,  Cal. 

Bethel  Romine,  youngest  son  of  William, 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  died  of  measles  in  camp  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ky.,  in  March  18G2.  He  was  never  married. 

Asenath  Romine  married  Thomas  Elhring- 
ton,  lived  in  Osage  County,  Kansas,  and  raised 
a  family  there. 

The  Callahan  Family 

John  and  Elizabeth  Callahan  were  both 
immigrants  from  Ireland.  They  at  first  located 
in  Georgia  where  their  daughter  Mary  was  born 
in  1801.  When  she  was  thirteen  vears  of  age  the 
family  removed  to  Marshall  Countv,  Tenn., 
where  the  family  was  living  when  William  Ro- 
minc  and  Mary  Callahan  were  married.  Some- 
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time  later  the  Callahan  family  removed  to  Lau- 
derdale  Countv,  Ala.  John  and  Elizabeth  Cal- 
lahan  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Matilda  who  married  Marshal  Masterson. 
They  removed  to  Louisiana.  Nancy  married 
William  Stapler  and  died  in  Lauderdale  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ala.  Jane  married  Thomas  Bean.  They  both 
died  in  Lauderdale  County,  leaving  one  son, 
Jasper  Bean.  Betsy  Ann  married  Thomas  Stan¬ 
ford,  moved  to  Marian  County,  Ala.,  where  they 
raised  a  large  family.  Marv  married  William 
Romine,  referred  to  above.  John  married  Sa¬ 
rah  Ann  Ezell  and  raised  a  family  in  Lauder¬ 
dale  County,  Ala.  William  married  and  raised 
a  family  near  Lewisburg,  Tenn.  Frank  mar¬ 
ried,  and  later  died  at  Farmington,  Miss.,  leav¬ 
ing  a  family  of  five  orphans.  Eli  married  Cla- 
rinda  Davis.  They  had  no  children.  Lived  and 
died  at  Corinth,  Miss. 

The  Fullwood  Family 

The  Fullwood  family  was  originally  of  old 
English  stock.  The  family  moved  from  England 
to  Santo  Domingo  and  after  several  generations 
removed  to  North  Carolina.  In  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  young  William  Fullwood  came  with 
Francis  Marion’s  men  to  King’s  Mountain. 

An  elderly  man  named  Benoni  Banning 
came  with  Gen.  Campbell’s  men  from  Abbing- 
don,  Va.,  to  Sycamore  Shoals,  thence  with  the 
over  mountain  men  of  East  Tennessee  up  the 
valley  of  the  French  Broad  to  King’s  Mountain. 
In  the  sharp  fighting  up  the  northern  slope  of 
King’s  Mountain  when  it  came  to  hand  to  hand 
fighting,  Benoni  Banning  was  stabbed  three 
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times  with  a  bayonet  by  a  British  soldier.  And 
was  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  not  able 
to  proceed  with  the  army. 

Young  William  Fullwood  was  one  of  those 
detailed  to  help  take  care  of  the  wounded,  and 
the  care  of  Benoni  Banning  devolved  upon  him 
When  Banning’s  daughter  Elizabeth  learned 
that  her  father  had  been  wounded,  she  set  out 
on  horse-back,  making  her  way  from  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  home  to  the  encampment  of  wounded 
men  at  the  base  of  King’s  Mountain.  She  assist¬ 
ed  in  nursing  her  father  back  to  health,  and 
quite  naturally  an  affection  sprang  up  between 
the  two  young  people  who  were  drawn  together 
by  the  common  task  of  caring  for  the  wounded 
soldier.  When  the  father  was  sufficiently  re- 
covered  the  young  people  were  married  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Burk  County,  North  Carolina.  In  old 
age  Benoni  Banning  spent  the  evening  of  life 
with  his  daughter  and  her  husband,  and  at 
death  was  buried  near  the  old  home  in  North 
Carolina. 

Three  sons,  John,  William  and  Samuel  and 
four  daughters,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Ann  and  Mar¬ 
tha,  came  into  the  home.  Samuel  arriving  at 
age  of  manhood  married  Ann  Belle  Howard, 
daughter  of  William  Howard,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  of  Mecklinburg  County  X.  C.  and  raised 
a  family  of  four  sons,  and  one  daughter.  His 
sons  were  John,  William,  Samuel  and  Robert. 
His  daughter  was  Sarah  Elizabeth.  When  Sarah 
was  thirteen  years  of  age,  her  father  removed 
with  his  iamiiv  to  McXairv  Countv,  Tenn. 

John  Fullwood  married  Margaret  Broome, 
lived  a  few  years  and  died,  leaving  no  children. 
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Sarah,  my  mother,  married  James  Alexander 
Romine,  referred  to  in  the  Romine  family.  Wil¬ 
liam  Fulhvood  married  Blanche  Boon,  and 

raised  a  family.  Samuel  Fulhvood  married  first 

_ 

a  McKenzie.  They  had  one  son  who  died  as  a 
small  hoy,  not  very  long  after  the  death  of  his 
mother.  Later  Samuel  Fulhvood  married  So- 
phronia  Covey,  and  raised  a  family.  Robert 
married  Tennessee  Wood  and  raised  a  family 
of  bo}Ts  and  girls. 

The  Howard  Family 

William  Howard,  according  to  family  tradi¬ 
tion,  was  a  descendant  of  the  English  family  of 
which  Lady  Katherine  Howard,  one  of  the 
wives  of  Henry  VIII,  was  a  member.  William 
Howard  lived  in  Mecklinburg  County,  N.  C. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Blvthe.  Their  sons  were: 
Robert,  Samuel  and  William.  Daughters:  Sarah, 
Elenor,  Kathrine,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Farmela  and 
Ann. 

Robert  Howard  married  a  Dickey. 

Samuel  Howard  married  Betsv  Dickcv. 

W  V- 

William  Howard,  Jr.,  married  Martha 
Fullwood,  sister  of  Samuel  M.  Fulhvood. 

Sarah  Howard,  married  Alexander  Bell. 

Elizabeth  Howard,  married  John  Lawson. 

Kathrine  Howard,  married  Conrod  Wolf. 

Jane  Howard,  married  Amos  Stevens. 

Elizabeth  Howard,  married  John  Fulhvood 
a  brother  of  Samuel  M.  Fulhvood. 

Parmela  Howard,  married  Hall  Dickey. 

Ann  Howard,  married  Samuel  M.  Full- 
wood,  referred  to  in  the  Fulhvood  family  above 
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